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During the last 9 years of serving as a missionary, Bible teacher, and evangelist in Africa, Central 
and South America, Canada and the United States, I have had the privilege of meeting 

hundreds of pastors, teachers, elders, and church members. Tragically, most of those I have 
talked to are unsure that they will be saved in the end and uncertain that they will go to 

heaven when they die. The main reason for this is that they have been taught that it is possible 
for a saved person to lose their salvation or to commit a sin that is so bad that it proves they 

were never saved in the first place. 
 

Is it possible to lose your salvation? Can someone who has put their faith in Jesus Christ alone 
for everlasting life, ever perish? Will God ever abandon one of His children? Has God ever 

abandoned one of His children in the past? Is eternal salvation based in any way on personal 
obedience, faithfulness, or perseverance? During my studies in the New Testament on this 
subject, I found 88 different passages (consisting of a total of over 240 specific verses), that 

directly, or indirectly, address these very important issues. 
 

First things, first! 
 

I believe that today's wide-spread teaching that a person is saved, not by faith in Jesus Christ 
alone, but on the basis of faith plus some level of personal devotion, obedience, or good 

works, is in direct contradiction to the clear and uncomplicated message of the biblical Gospel. 
Although we often hear preachers, teachers, and evangelists use words like devotion, 

dedication, commitment, submission, and surrender to explain (incorrectly) how a person gets 
saved, you may be surprised to learn that these words rarely even occur in the New Testament 

and are never used to explain how a person is made right with God!    
 

I am also convinced that the teaching described above is the root cause of the universal lack of 
personal assurance of salvation among those who think of themselves as followers of Christ 

(see Galatians 1:6-9). Only after you understand and believe the free and undeserved offer of 
the Gospel, can you know for sure that you have eternal life and a home in heaven!  

 

Although often overlooked or ignored, the simple and straightforward message of the Gospel is 
that "Christ died for our sins...He was buried, and He rose again the third day...Whoever 

believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life...Anyone who believes in Him 
receives forgiveness of sins through His name." (1 Corinthians 15:4&5, John 3:16, Acts 10:43) 

 

"It is only by God's undeserved free grace that you have been saved [rescued from the 
penalty of sin] through faith in Jesus Christ. This salvation does not come from yourself. It is 

the undeserved, unearned, and unmerited GIFT OF GOD that is FREELY GIVEN without cost or 
effort to those who simply believe in (trust in) the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. It is not 
something you earn or gain by your works or any other kind of achievement on your part. 

Therefore, you can never boast or take credit for your salvation. When you put your faith in 
Christ alone for forgiveness of sins and eternal life, God is the one who gets all the credit, and 

all the glory! It is not by works of righteousness that we have done, but only by His mercy 
that He saves us, buy the washing of new birth..." (Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5 paraphrase)  

 

Although it is not the primary subject of this article, it is important to point out that there are 
over 160 different verses in the New Testament alone that make it clear that a person can only 

be made right with God through simple childlike faith in Jesus Christ alone! 
   

 
 



Is Eternal Life, Eternal? Does Everlasting Life, Last Forever?  
 

These questions answer themselves, but for clarity I want to point out that by their very 
definition the words "eternal" and "everlasting" mean that which lasts forever and can never 

end. Scripture uses these exact same words to describe both God's Word (which is eternal and 
everlasting) and God Himself (who is eternal and everlasting). The meaning of these two words 

is self-evident! 
 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him will not 
perish, but have everlasting life...I tell you the truth, whoever believes [in Me] has eternal 

life...I give them eternal life and they shall never perish...Whoever hears my word and 
believes Him who sent Me has everlasting life and will never face condemnation. He has 

crossed over from death to life!" (John 3:16, John 6:47, John 5:24) 
 

 Below is a list of 88 passages (consisting of over 240 individual verses!) that directly, or 
indirectly, make it clear that anyone who puts their faith in Jesus Christ alone, can never be 

lost! This is true because we are saved, not on the basis of our good works, personal devotion, 
or continued obedience, but solely on the basis of Christ's blood shed on the cross for us and 

His glorious resurrection from the dead!  
 

It is my hope and prayer that as you read the passages below, you will experience the comfort 
and full assurance of eternal life that comes only from putting your faith in Jesus Christ alone!  

 

"God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life!" 

(1 John 5:11-13) 
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John 1:12-13 
John 3:14-16 

John 3:18 
John 3:36 

John 4:10-14 
John 5:24 
John 6:35 
John 6:37 

John 6:39-40 
John 6:47 

John 6:48-51 
John 6:58 

John 10:27-30 
John 11:25-26 
John 17:1-3 
John 17:6 

John 17:9-12 
John 17:22-24 
Romans 4:7-8 
Romans 4:16 
Romans 5:1-2 
Romans 5:8-10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Romans 5:17 
Romans 5:20-21 

Romans 6:5 
Romans 6:8 
Romans 6:23 
Romans 8:1-4 
Romans 8:11 

Romans 8:14-17 
Romans 8:29-30 
Romans 8:31-34 
Romans 8:35-37 
Romans 8:38-39 
Romans 10:11 
Romans 11:29 
Romans 14:8 

1 Corinthians 1:8-9 
1 Corinthians 1:30 
1 Corinthians 6:14 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

1 Corinthians 12:27 
1 Corinthians 15:20-23 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 15:42-44 
1 Corinthians 15:49 

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 
2 Corinthians 4:14 
2 Corinthians 5:1-4 
2 Corinthians 5:5 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
2 Corinthians 6: 18 

Galatians 3:26 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Ephesians 1:3-8 

Ephesians 1:13-14 
Ephesians 2:4-10 
Ephesians 5:25-27 
Philippians 1:3-6 

Philippians 3:20-21 
Colossians 1:3-5 

Colossians 1:12-14 
Colossians 1:27 

Colossians 2:13-14 
Colossians 3:1-4 

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

1 Timothy 1:15-16 
2 Timothy 1:9-10 
2 Timothy 2:13 

Titus 1:1-3 
Titus 3:3-7 

Hebrews 2:11-13 
Hebrews 5:8-9 

Hebrews 6:17-20 
Hebrews 7:22-27 
Hebrews 9:11-12 
Hebrews 10:10 

Hebrews 10:11-14 
Hebrews 13:5 
1 Peter 1:3-5 
1 Peter 2:9-11 
1 John 5:11-13 

2 John 1:2 
Jude 1:1&24 

Jude 1:24 
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