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"Did Jesus die for the sins of the                                                                                             
whole world or just the elect?" 

Written by Rob Armstrong 
 

Although theologians have been arguing about this question for centuries, the Bible 
is very clear about the answer... 

 
When John the Baptist first introduced Jesus, he said, "Look the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29) 
 

Jesus Himself said, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved." (John 3:15-17) 

 
In John chapter 4, a group of Samaritans who had come to believe in Him said, 

"Now we believe...for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is 
indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.” (John 4:42) 

 
Referring to Himself, Jesus said, "For the bread of God is He who comes down 

from heaven and gives life to the world...I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread, he will live forever; and the bread 

that I shall give is My flesh [My body], which I shall give for the life of 
the world.” (John 6:33&51) 

 
Jesus also said, I am the light of the world! Whoever follows Me shall not walk 

in darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 

And later He added, "...I did not come to judge the world, but to save it."             
(John 12:47) 

 
The apostle Paul wrote, "...God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting people’s sins against them... God made Him who had no sin to 

be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God."           
(2 Corinthians 5:19&21) 

 
The apostle John could not have been any clearer when He said, "My dear 

children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of 

the whole world." (1 John 2:1&2) 
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"This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son 
into the world that we might live through Him...And we have seen and testify 

that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world." (1 John 4:9&14) 
 

In spite of all the arguments that have been made against this truth (and against the 
Word of God that teaches it), the Bible is clear, Jesus died for all people, 

everywhere! 
 

"But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned 
with glory and honor because He suffered death, so that by the grace of God 

He might taste death for every man [i.e., every person]." (Hebrews 2:9) 
 

"He is not willing that any should perish, but that all will come to repentance 
[In other words, He wants everyone to change their thinking about Christ and 

believe in Him]." (2 Peter 3:9)  
 

"He wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ 

Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been 
witnessed to at the proper time." (1 Timothy 2:4-6) 

 
Jesus said, "Let anyone who is thirsty, come to Me and 

drink. Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 'streams of living 
water will flow from within them...'" (John 7:37-39) 

 
The last chapter of the last book of the Bible says, "The Spirit and the bride say, 

'Come!' And let the one who hears say, 'Come!' Let the one who is thirsty 
come; and whoever desires, let him come and drink of the water of life freely. 

(Revelation 22:17)  
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